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Note: Someone sent me this a few years ago, after Erma Bombeckõs death. I thought of it 

again after Gaye Gravesõ funeral last Saturday. We can probably all relate to Bombeckõs 

words, and so I share it just before these busy holiday seasons. Letõs attend to the impor-

tant matters in life, and not stress over the small stuff!  

        Mary Jane  

If I had my Life to Live Over by Erma Bombeck  
 

I would have talked less and listened more.  

I would have invited friends over to dinner even if the carpet was stained, or the sofa faded.  

I would have eaten the popcorn in the ôgoodõ living room and worried much less about the 

dirt when someone wanted to light a fire in the fireplace.  

I would have taken the time to listen to my grandfather ramble about his youth.  

I would never have insisted the car windows be rolled up on a summer day because my hair 

had just been teased and sprayed.  

I would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a rose before it melted in storage.  

I would have sat on the lawn with my children and not worried about grass stains.  

I would have cried and laughed less while watching television -and more while watching 

life.  

I would have shared more of the responsibility carried by my husband.  

I would have gone to bed when I was sick instead of pretending the earth would go into a 

holding pattern if I werenõt there for the day. 

I would never have bought anything just because it was practical, wouldnõt show soil, or 

was guaranteed to last a lifetime.  

Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy, Iõd have cherished every moment and 

realized that the wonderment growing inside me was the only chance in life to assist God 

in a miracle.  

When my kids kissed me impetuously, I would never have said,  òLater. Now go get washed 

up for dinner.ó 

There would have been more òI love yousó..more òIõm sorrysó ... but mostly, given another 

shot at life, I would seize every minute...look at it and really see it ... live it...and never 

give it back.  

Stop sweating the small stuff.  Donõt worry about who doesnõt like you, who has more, or 

whoõs doing what. 

Instead, letõs cherish the relationships we have with those who do love us. Letõs think about 

what God HAS blessed us with. And what we are doing each day to promote ourselves 

mentally, physically, emotionally, as well as spiritually. Life is too short to let it pass you 

by. We only have one shot at this and then itõs gone. 

 

From Pastor Mary Jane  
November  2009  

 



Hernandaz family  

Kathy Hicks  

Sue Hicks  

Lisa Housare  

William Housare  

Bill Humphries  

Joel & Debra Hunter  

Terry Ikner  

Krystall Inman  

Kate Inman  

Billy Jenkins  

Ashley King  

Life Helicopter Crew families  

Alston Macon  

Kate Miller  

Ocean View Baptist Church  

Odom Mildred  

Kimberly O  

Dwyer  

Lynn Ollia & family  

Jo OõKeefe  

Rose Phelps  

Charles Phillips  

Riaan, Tillie, Africa Pieters  

Paula Pntreloi  

Lee Powell  

Dallas Pruitt  

John & Brenda Quackenbursh  

Marilyn Riordan  

Dave Roulier  

Mary Jeanette Schneider  

Ian Shavere & family  

Phillip Stavonovic  

Jim Stewart  

Jan Sutton  

Jacqueline Terrintino  

Lois Tomlin  

Polly Troutman  

Mr Turner  

Bob Verost  

Village Point UMC  

W Ron  

Roger Wood  

Clayton Williamson  

Brian Willis  

Ronald Wray  

Camille Yorkey  

All those unemployment  

All victims of violence  

  

 

 

Friends:                          
Tony Albatiell & family  

Aunt Dolly  

Jeannie Beaner  

Jordan Blair  

Charlie Blankenship  

James Blankenship  

Jim & Jackie Bowen  

Linda & Bill Chambers  

Patti Colombo  

Devon & Jerrod Danka  

Dorothy  

Scott Dufford  

Bishop Marion Edwards  

Emmanuel Outreach Church  

Jodice & Finnerty families  

Robert Floyd  

Barry Frink  

Betty Frye & family  

Glenn  

Kelly Godin & family  

Tom Goldsmith  

Goulet family  

Kimberly Giranada  

Bill Graves & family  

Claire Griffin  

Members:                                                   
Donna Allen  

Bill & Ginnie Barb  

Carl & Lomie Lou 

BazemoreóKim Bleecker  

Jim Boone  

Art Bowden  

Bruce & Linda Bowden  

Daphne Bridwell  

Frances Broome & Parents  

Frank & Frances Roges  

Mary, Lee & W=Eric Bruton  

Sandy Casciato  

Kemp Causey 

Walter Dodge  

Bobby Eckerd  

Karen Gaddy  

Al Graham  

Virginia Gross  

Debbie Gurreri  

Crystal & Tabitha Huggett  

Gil & Kathy Johnson  

Henry & Margaret Jones  

Paul & Sarah Justice  

Sandy Kershner & family  

Aedan Klein  

Edith & Jim Linke  

Susan McDonald  

Dottie McVaugh  

Shirley Owen  

Dale & Joan Powell  

Lois Puls  

Betty & Clifford Pursey  

Judy Scruggs  

Seaside UMC Staff  

Susan & Ed Seidel  

Dot Sellers  

Wayne Shoemaker  

John & Midge Sparks  

Stephen Ministers  

Nancy Thomasson & family  

Ernest & Patsy Ward  

John & Claire Winship  

Steve Wray extended family  

Jack Zachary  

S extended family   

John Rogan                                                      

Garrick Shelton                                                

Adam Steelman                                            

Jordan Thaymes                              

Christopher Verost                           

Serving Our Country:                                   
Ian Gerdes                                              

Capt Greg Jenkins                                    

Simone Kamil                                      

Matthew King                                        

Michael King                                            

Mark Miller                                                 

Aaron Pait                                                                                  

John Reider                                      

 Each member when joining the church is asked òWill you support SUMC with your prayers, 

presence, gifts and service?ó We celebrate our ministries and events in this issue of the Seaside 

Currents.  

 Many of our members and friends remain on the prayer list for a longer time as they cope with health 

and personal issues. These names are printed monthly in our newsletter. The list of new names printed in the 

Sunday bulletin will be updated each month. Please provide the office with an update of both prayer lists. 

Please remember each in your daily prayers  

 O radiant God, in the midst of tribulation, suffering, crippled hope and shattered dreams, 

stand by these Your servants until they are well once more.  



Worship Attendance  

  8:00  9:30 11:00 

September 6 148 221 167  

September 13 132 224 134  

September 20 120 200 153  

September 27 119 193 124 

Sunday School Attendance  

 September 6 55  

 September 13 59  

 September 20 53  

 September 27 51     

     Lectionary Bible         

Readings             

 November 1  

  Isaiah 25: 6 -9  

  Psalm 24  

  Revelation 21:1 -6a 

  John 11:32-44 

 November 8    

  Ruth 3:1 -5; 4:13-17 

  Psalm 127 or Psalm 42  

  Hebrews 9:24 -28  

  Mark 12:38 -44 

 November 15    

  1 Samuel 1:4 -20  

  1 Samuel 2:1 -10   

   or Psalm 113  

  Hebrews 10:11 -14 (15-18), 

    19-25 

  Mark 13:1 -8 

 November 22    

  2 Samuel 23:1 -7  

  Psalm 132:1 -12  

  Revelation 1:4b -8 

  John 18:33-37 

 November 29    

  Jeremiah 33:14 -17 

  Psalm 25:1 -10  

  1 Thessalonians 3:9 -13 

  Luke 21:25 -36 

Operation              

Christmas Child  

 

Have you finished shopping 

for your shoebox yet? If not, you still 

have a couple of weeks left before 

they need to be at the church. The 

shoeboxes are to be placed under 

the table outside of Fellowship Hall 

before Sunday, November 15 th . On 

that Sunday morning, the shoe-

boxes will be placed in the chancel 

area in the sanctuary where they 

will be blessed before they begin 

their journey to your special child. 

The Outreach Committee thanks 

you for your participation in this 

project.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Members  

John, Sandy, Aaron & Carmen 

Payne unite by transfer of member-

ship from Trinity UMC in Bluefield, 

WV 

Barb Mahoney unites by transfer of 

membership from Conway UMC in 

Conway, SC 

Deanna Wren unites by transfer of 

membership from St Johnõs Catholic 

Church.  

Alison & Matthew Rubano unit by 

transfer of membership from New 

Paltz UMC in New Paltz, NY  

Phillis Finn units by transfer of 

membership from Central Baptist 

Church in Ewin, NJ  

Ellene Schwartz unites by profession 

of faith in Jesus as her Lord and Sav-

ior.  

Seaside UMC Singles  
 

Seaside UMC Singles will kick 

off its fall activities by meeting for din-

ner on Tuesday, November 17th, 2009 

at the Parsonõs Table Restaurant in 

Little River, South Carolina. We will 

meet there at 5:30PM so we can take 

advantage of their early bird menu. 

Please come a few minutes early to 

greet and say hello to everyone.  

 

 

United Methodist Men  

November 2, 2009                                       

6:30 PM                                 

Dinner followed by a program and 

short business meeting. Come out 

and enjoy the food, fellowship, and                            

inspiration.  

Address Changes                          

& Additions  

John, Sandy & Aaron Payne  

365 Sea Trail Dr W  

Sunset Beach, NC 28468  

Tele. 575-8144  

Email: jspayne@atmc.net  

Carmen Payne  

103 Crooked Gulley Cir.  

Sunset Beach, NC 28468  

(mailing address)  

P.O. Box 6264  

Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469  

Tele 616-7406  

Email: Carmalex13@gmail.com  

Barb Mahoney  

Deanna Wren (Tele:279 -9370) 

496 Starboard Road  

Shallotte, NC 284670  

Tele: 579-7062   

Alison & Matthew Rubano  

182 Carolina Crossing Blvd.  

Lt River, SC 29566  

Tele: 843-399-1983  

Email: atreena1978@yahoo.com  

Phillis Fin  

217 Ravennaside Dr., NW  

Calabash, NC 28467  

Tele: 609-287-7171  

Email: pmfinn@atmc.net  

Ellene Schwartz  

105 Ravennaside Dr NW  

Calabash, NC 28467  

Tele: 287-3577  

Email: 3ll3n3tail@yahoo.com  

George & Julie Steelman  

855 Meadow Lane, SW  

Calabash, NC 28467  

Tele: 579-1451  

 

 



 

2010 giving envelopes for all members and regu-

larly giving non -members will be on a table in 

the Gallery just outside the sanctuary from the first Sunday 

in December through the end of the year. Anyone who canõt 

find their  envelopes or anyone who would like envelopes 

who have not used them in the past, please contact the      

Financial Secretary, Wayne Matthews.                                                                  

 

Tax Deduction  
 

Just a reminder that in order to receive credit 

for your 2009 tax return all gifts must be received in 

the church office by the close of business on Thursday 

December 31, 2009. Any contributions received after 

this date will be part of your 2010 gifts. Thanks to  

everyone who has supported Seaside UMC through 

their gifts and service during year 2009.  

Would you help brighten Christmas for a 

needy Brunswick County child or senior? Again this 

year Seasideõs Outreach Committee is sponsoring 

the Tree of Hope. Brunswick Family Assistance 

screens and determines eligibility of all participants. 

In 2008, BFA distributed Christmas presents to 959 

children and 77 seniors in Brunswick County. This 

year the need will be even greater.  

Look for our decorated tree outside the fel-

lowship hall beginning Sunday, November 22nd. We 

hope to have 50 children/youth tags and 10 seniors. 

Tags can be selected between the servicesñafter 

8AM/before 9:30 and after 9:30AM/before 11AM ñon 

Sunday November 22 nd and Sunday November 

29th .The colorful coded tags will list the age, sex, 

clothing sizes, and gift wishes of a child or senior. 

Shop with these recommendations in mind and re-

turn your UNWRAPPED gifts (with tag attached) 

back to the church. The deadline is NO LATER than 

Sunday, December 6 th . 

Join with a friend or neighbor in this worth-

while project. It will brighten the season for both the 

needy and YOU. Questions? Contact Jan Cantrell at 

910-619-7240. 

  

 

 

Tree of Hope  2010 Envelopes  

Be a Part of our                                

Living Christmas Tree  

 

Purchase a poinsettia in memory of a loved 

one or in honor of a loved one at the cost of $13.00 

per poinsettia. Purchase several and help the     

Worship Committee pay for the beauty of our    

Poinsettia tree. You may take your poinsettia home 

after all three services on December 27th. Make 

someone you know feel special at Christmas!  

 

UMM Christmas Tree Sales  

 

The United Methodist Men will be selling 

Christmas Trees again this holiday season. The #1 

Fraser Firs (290) from Jefferson N.C. are scheduled for 

delivery the weekend before Thanksgiving. The first 

day of sales will be the following Wednesday. The 5 ft. 

to 10 ft. tall trees are delivered fresh and if purchased 

early and placed in water they will stay fresh well into 

January. We need your help to get set up and to sell 

themñplease volunteer. A sign -up poster in located in 

the Foyer, outside the Fellowship Hall. Pick the     

time(s) that you can help. Sales usually run about 4 

weeks to mid -December. Proceeds from the sales fund 

many local outreach programs through the UMM. 

Questions: contact Ted Russell at 575 -2156 or trus-

sell423@atmc.net. 

 

Seasideõs Debt  

 

Retirement of the church mortgage continues on trackð

through September we have reduced the debt by $95,200 in 2009, 

to a current balance of $1,844,000. The poor national economy 

performance has resulted in a lower interest rate on our loan with 

monthly interest charges about $3,500 to $4,000 less than ex-

pected. This has served to offset a lower income than anticipated 

(gifts from church family and proceeds from Fairs) of about $4,000 

to $5,000 per month. 



Give Thanks with a             

Grateful Heart!  

I am so thankful for all the people involved in 

the music ministry program here at Seaside UMC. That 

includes those who listen and offer kind words of      

encouragement, to those who give of their time to share 

the talents God has given them. Thank you so much! 

We are truly blessed.  

 November is a busy month here at Seaside. 

WOMEN: I hope you are planning to attend the 

Women's Retreat. I will be leading the music as we sing 

"Step by Step." I have new toys (instruments!) so come 

prepared to have fun!  

 Tickets will be available on November 1st for 

the adult Christmas Cantata. Please see the church 

office to receive your free tickets. The performance date 

is Sunday, December 13th at 4PMand 7PM. Please get 

your tickets soon and invite your family and friends.  

 The children will present their Christmas musi-

cal, "Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior," on Wednesday, 

December 9th at 5:30PM. Watch the bulletin for 

more details about this event. Come see what the shep-

herds and sheep have to say about the birth of a Savior. 

Happy Thanksgiving to all!  

 

   With a voice of singing,  

   Kathryn  

 

 

Navigators Sunday School Class     

Beginning New Study  

 
 The Navigators adult Sunday school class is 

beginning a new study in November from Christian-

ity Today Bible Studies. It is entitled Who is God? 

and explores the nature of God as seen through 

Scripture, and various human rights and qualities 

such as freedom, grace, love, anger, and choices. It 

will help you think realistically and practically 

about who God is. The course should take roughly 

24 weeks to complete and will be held in the class-

room adjacent to the choir room at 9:30AM. If you 

have been in the market for a Sunday School ex-

perience, now is the perfect time to get started. 

Contact Jim Story (575 -4252) if you have any ques-

tions.  

 

      

CURRENTS UPDATE  

Deadline for December Issue ñNovember 10 

Format:  

Word .doc only  

Send articles to:  

Jack DeGroot  

bjand3@atmc.net 

Please include your name and telephone number, 

incase there are questions.  

WEõVE GOT A NEW LOOK ON THE WEB 

AT  

www.seasideunitedmethodistchurch.org  

Do you enjoy painting?                                                           

Would you like to learn?  

 Join us every Wednesday from 10 AM -2 PM 

for fellowship and painting. It doesnõt matter what 

your level or ability is. If youõd like to learn some 

basics, or just have fun, Geri Piazza is willing to 

help you get started. Itõs a great way to relax and 

meet new people.  

 Everyone is invited. We meet in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Come out and give it a try! The class is 

òfreeó - Geri will have some supplies on hand to help 

get you started.  

If you have any questions, call either                                       

Geri Piazza at 575 -0200 or                                        

Bill Poe at 579 -8492 

 Let nothing sway you  

Or turn you away  

From Godõs old commandmentsñ 

They are still new today.  

 

Praise the Lord. Blessed is the man who fears the 

Lord, who greatly delights in his commandments!  

Psalm 112:1  

 

Live by Godõs standards, not the worldõs standards. 

 



   

Seaside United Methodist 2009 

 Poinsettia Tree 

Be a part of our living tree. 

Poinsettias may be purchased as 

In Memory of:  

Or 

In Honor of:  

Cost: $13.00 

Envelopes will be available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See your Worship Committee to answer questions.   



 

Bill Clark  

Memorial Scholarship Awarded  
 

The Bill Clark Memorial Scholarship was 

awarded to Sheila King, Seasideõs Director of Health 

and Welfare. Sheila is currently a student at West-

ern Carolina University, and will graduate in 2010 

with a BS in Emergency Care with emphasis on 

Health Care Management. Her plans for her educa-

tion donõt end there; she will be working  towards 

her Masters Degree in Nursing.  

While working twenty -nine hours a week as 

our Director of Health and Welfare, Sheila has found 

time to be wife to Ricky King, and mother to three 

children ñMichael, in the Air Force now and serving 

in Kuwait, Amanda, an English major at ECU, and 

Matthew, stationed in Kansas in the Army.  

Our best wishes go to Sheila as she pursues 

her career in the healthcare field.  

Methodist Home for Children 

Christmas Trees  
  

Once again, the UMM will donate 10 live Christ-

mas trees to the Foster Care Program and group homes 

of the Methodist Home for Children. The UMW will     

provide decorations which will be given with each tree. 

The trees will be given to the families at the Christmas 

party on Saturday, December 12th.  

There will be a box outside of the Fellowship 

Hall from November 22nd to December 7th to collect 

new and used Christmas decorations. Thank you for 

participating in this project.  

       Carol Matthews and Freddy Tatum  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Recognition Reminder  
  

We have already received a number of Special 

Recognition forms, which we appreciate. This is just a 

reminder to keep them coming. The forms, which are 

green, can be found in the gallery. The time for voting 

will be over soon.  

  

  Pat Burke    

  2874507 

             

UMW Calendar of 

Events  
 

November 3, 4 & 5,  

Womenõs Spiritual Retreat, OIB 

November 11  

UMW Executive Board Meeting  

Room 210 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
  

So far in 2009, 60 Prayer Shawls have been 

given. The next meeting will be on Monday, November 

9th at 10:00AM in the Parlor. Hope to see you there.  

   Carol Matthews  

   Freddy Tatum  

   Met Schroll  

  



 


